Therefore, practically all restoration efforts in Mexico require working with landowners that depend directly on the land for subsistence, adding an additional layer of complexity to restoration. The need for ecological restoration in Mexico has been recognized at least since the end of the 19th century, when two botanical pioneers, Fernando Altamirano and José Ramírez, published a list of species useful for revegetating the forests of Mexico (Flores Olvera and Lindig-Cisneros 2005) .
The number of restoration projects in Mexico has increased in recent decades, partly because of the efforts by the governmental Comisión Nacional para el Conocimiento y Uso de la Biodiversidad, which funds restoration efforts mostly in protected areas and priority conservation regions. These are areas of particular interest because of their high biodiversity and relative ecological integrity.
Elsewhere in the country, restoration has been accomplished primarily by local communities, mostly rural, in collaboration with NGOs and universities. The series of papers presented in this issue illustrate many of the challenges and approaches to ecological restoration in Mexico. Common to almost all of these articles is the preponderant role of social issues and the need for developing knowledge on topics as basic as the propagation of native species. An effort was made in this special issue to cover as much as possible of the ecosystem diversity and geography of Mexico, but in such a complex and diverse country of course much was left out. Although restoration is a growing field of endeavor in Mexico, considerable work still needs to be done to link research with practice and to strengthen a multicultural relationship with nature for its preservation and restoration. These articles help pave the way. Ecosistemas, UNAM, Apartado Postal 27, Admón. 3, Santa María, 58091, Morelia, Michoacán, México, rlindig@oikos.unam.mx. 
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